
Date______________
Madison County Prosecutor
Madison County Government Center
16 E 9th St,
Anderson, IN 46016

To the Madison County Prosecutor,

I am writing in support of the sentence modification motion submitted on behalf of John
C. Cole, #14658. Mr. Cole has been incarcerated for over 40 years, and for over 30 years he
was illegally held in solitary confinement. The charges he is incarcerated for stem from the Feb.
1, 1985 prisoner rebellion at the Indiana Reformatory, during which Cole and others took over a
cell house in order to prevent another prisoner from being beaten to death by guards with an
illegal baton, while said individual had his hands cuffed behind his back and was unconscious.

At Mr. Cole’s trial in 1987, the judge and prosecution refused to allow the jury to hear the
testimony of former Reformatory guard Michael Richardson regarding the pattern and practice
of brutality against Black prisoners by guards at the facility and the Sons of Light white
supremacist organization among the guards, which were the real reasons the rebellion took
place. As such, Mr. Cole was wrongfully convicted. Michael Richardson had also testified to the
FBI and Indiana State Police regarding the existence of the Sons of Light and the systematic
brutality being carried out against Black prisoners at the Reformatory.

Mr. Richardson’s deposition has finally reached the public, after over 40 years, and
justice-minded people in Indiana will not rest until Mr. Cole is allowed the opportunity for a
sentence modification. He has been punished far beyond any reasonable measure. He is now
an old man who has transformed himself, no longer has any criminal inclinations, and has
significant health issues. He should be released from prison and allowed to live what remains of
his life in peace with his remaining family and friends. He would be well supported if he were
released, and would not have any further issues with law enforcement.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Name _______________________________________

Zip Code __________________


